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IOE Statement in Support of the Faith Leaders’ Universal Declaration to unite 

to eradicate modern Slavery around the World by 2020 and for all Time 
 

 

The International Organisation of Employers (IOE), with its global membership, 

wholeheartedly welcomes the Faith Leaders’ Universal Declaration of the Global Freedom 

Network (GFN) to eradicate modern slavery around the world by 2020 and for all time. The 

GFN is a unique organisation uniting major faiths for the common cause of eradicating 

modern slavery. The IOE is committed to fully supporting efforts at national and international 

levels to achieve this aim by raising awareness to promote responsible recruitment practices, 

giving guidance and advice to members and their member companies, and partnering with 

global actors such as the OSCE Alliance Against Trafficking in Persons to develop strategies 

to advance the international business agenda against human trafficking. 

 

Modern slavery and forced labour fundamentally violate the freedom and dignity of the 

persons concerned. The victims of modern slavery and forced labour are kept in poverty, 

bound to dangerous and unacceptable working conditions. 

 

The IOE and its 150 national employer federation members around the world reject this 

abhorrent practice. They voiced unequivocal support for the adoption of the ILO Forced 

Labour Protocol and Recommendation at the 2014 International Labour Conference, which 

was presided over by IOE President Daniel Funes de Rioja.  

 

At the adoption of the instruments, the IOE President affirmed on behalf of the global 

community of employers that the Protocol and Recommendation represented a call to action; 

that their potential impact could only be realised with rapid and universal ratification of the 

Protocol and its complete and effective implementation. He underlined that non-ratification 

and non-implementation were not an option if the tripartite ILO constituency really meant to 

eliminate and suppress all forms of forced labour. 

 

The International Organisation of Employers therefore calls on all States to support the Faith 

Leaders’ Universal Declaration to eradicate modern slavery around the world by 2020 and to 

ratify and implement the ILO Forced Labour Protocol as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

Daniel Funes de Rioja 

President of the International Organisation of Employers 

http://www.osce.org/cthb/43587

